
 

Baptist Care Conference ‘Hope and a Future’ Program Information May 2nd- May 4th 2016  
 
 Hope and a Future - Igniting and rekindling hope in hurting people 

Registration details 

Your early registration really assists us in planning. Residential places limited so book early.  

Please notify us of any special dietary or health requirements. 

Country, interstate and overseas visitors may arrive on Sunday 1st May in the afternoon. Dinner will be provided on 

site if requested early.  

Please register via Eventbrite: 

Go to www.eventbrite.com.au and type in Hope and a future conference or you can use this link below:   

https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/hope-and-a-future-conference-and-retreat-for-health-ministry-and-pastoral-care-

workers-and-faith-tickets-19992156077 

$350.00 Full Reg [includes 3 day conference, 2 nights’ accommodation, all meals & conference dinner]  

$320.00 Full Reg as above [for Financial AFCNA members or valid concession card holders] 

$200.00 Full 3 day Reg [lunch included] [NB conference dinner and accommodation are not included] 

$120.00 Single Day registration [includes lunch] 

Mon  Tues Wed [tick the day you’ll attend]  

$75 Conference Dinner only [Includes in full registration. Only day registrants and additional guests need to pay. 
Please book early to assist in catering for this event] 
 

Make cheques payable to: Baptist Care (SA) Inc.  

Mail with Reg Form to ‘Hope & a Future Conference’ Baptist Care (SA) 130 Rose Tce. Wayville, SA 5034 

Direct deposit to:  Baptist Care (SA) Inc. 

BSB 085-375    Account No 483259235 

Venue: ‘Nunyara’ Conference Centre 

http://unitingvenuessa.org.au/nunyara/ 

5 Burnell Drive, Belair, South Australia 

Residential accommodation is available (for an 

additional fee) for Sunday night for all country, 

national and international visitors. You are 

asked to arrive after 2pm.   

Inquiries to: avanloon@baptistcaresa.org.au 

Mobile: 0409 921 337 

Phone: 61 8 8273 7100; 8273 7104 (Mon-Wed)  

http://www.eventbrite.com.au/
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/hope-and-a-future-conference-and-retreat-for-health-ministry-and-pastoral-care-workers-and-faith-tickets-19992156077
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/hope-and-a-future-conference-and-retreat-for-health-ministry-and-pastoral-care-workers-and-faith-tickets-19992156077
http://unitingvenuessa.org.au/nunyara/
mailto:avanloon@baptistcaresa.org.au


 
 

Hope and 
a Future 

Sunday 1st May Monday 2nd May 
Igniting Hope in Others 

Tuesday 3rd May 
Rekindling Hope in the Hurting 

Wednesday 4th May 
Fanning Hope into Flame Within  

Registration  Registration Registration Registration 

Welcome 9.15am  Welcome to country  
Welcome to conference 

Welcome to conference Day 2  
Devotion 

Welcome to conference day 3  
Devotion  

Session 1 - 9.30-10.30 
 
 

 Igniting Hope in a Hurting World How can Christians 
become “Purveyors of Hope” in a Hurting World  
Rev. Dr. Lynn Arnold 
 

Rekindling Hope in People who are Hurting  
Rev. Dr. Lynn Arnold 
 

Fanning Hope into Flame when your Flame is 
Flickering  
Rev. Jenny Pryor 

Morning tea 10.30am  Concurrent sessions (select  one)   

Session 2 - 11-11.45 
 
 

 Igniting Hope using the 
‘Share’ program  
Millie Davey & …  
 

How can we Ignite Hope in 
our Community? 
Rev Scott Berry  
 

Rekindling Hope & Facilitating Transition after Child 
Sexual Abuse 
Two resources that can be used to work with people 
who have experienced sexual abuse in their childhood. 
 
Dr. Antonia van Loon  

Fanning Hope into Flame using Rituals  
Rev. Kerry Davies 

Session 3 - 11.45-12.30 
 
 

 Igniting Hope using the 
Hope Pack for Mental 
Health  
Lindy Gower & … 

Igniting Hope to live 
‘LifeWell’  
 
Liz Burden 

Fanning Hope into Flame using Music  
Niki Vasilakis 

Lunch  12.30pm  Concurrent sessions (select  one) Concurrent sessions (select  one)  

Session 4 - 1.30-2.30 
 
 

 Igniting Hope in Frail 
Older People   
Angela Urhane 
 

Igniting Hope in Children 
who are Struggling  
Tobin Hanna 

Rekindling Hope  & 
Forging a Future with 
refugees & asylum 
seekers  
 
Bryan Hughes & … 
 

Rekindling Hope in People 
Addicted to Pornography 
Rev Dr John Beasy 

Protecting the Flame of Hope Within  
Rev. Jenny Pryor 

Session 5 - 2.30-3.30 
 
 

 Igniting Hope in the 
Dying Process  
Anne Ranse 
 

Igniting Hope for People 
Living with Disability  
Deb Potter 

Rekindling Hope in Young 
Men who are Hurting  
Ben Lohmeyer  
 

Fresh Hope for an Abundant Future  
Rev. Jenny Pryor  
Conference concludes with worship  

Afternoon tea 3.30pm  Elective sessions:  Igniting Hope Within (select  one) Elective sessions: Igniting Hope Within (select  one)  

Session 6 - 4-5pm 
 
 

 Option 1  
‘Using Art 
Therapy with 
older people’  
Michelle Krieg & 
Vicki Mau 

Option 2 
‘Using 
journaling for 
self-care’ 
Vicky Legge 

Option 3  
‘Prayer without 
words for self-
care’ 
Dr. Di Shearer 
 

Option 1  
‘Practising 
Foot & Hand 
Massage’ 
AFCNA team 
 

Option 2  
‘Using the 
creative arts’  
 
Jacqui Grace 

Option 3 
‘Prayer without 
words for self-
care’ 
Dr. Di Shearer 
 

 
 

5-6pm  Free time Free time  

Dinner 6pm  Conference Dinner is included in all full registrations  
(Day registrants and additional guests can join us for 
$75/person. Please book tickets early to assist catering) 

  

Session 7 - 7-8.30pm 
 

Preconference  
Coffee & Cake  
Sponsored by AFCNA 

‘Launch of the Hope Pack’ at Conference Dinner   
We will launch the ‘Hope Pack developed by Lindy 
Gower during the conference dinner 
 
In Jesus Christ we have ‘Hope & a Future’ – 
conveying the message of pastoral health & pastoral 
care in today’s culture    
Rev. Dr. Lynn Arnold  

Free time to network and chat  



 

‘Hope and a Future’ Conference/Retreat Program    2nd-4th May 2016 
 

Keynote Speaker: Monday 2nd May and Tuesday 3rd May   
Rev. Dr Lynn Arnold  

Rev. Dr. Arnold is an Anglican priest at St Peters Cathedral in Adelaide. He is a former Labor party politician (1979-1994) and 

Premier of South Australia (1992-93). After leaving politics, he became CEO of World Vision (1997-2003), and later Anglicare SA 

(2008 to mid-2012), giving him a unique insight into how to work with the vulnerable people in our community. 

In 2004, he was awarded the Order of Australia (AO) for his services to Australia through the South Australian Parliament as 
Premier, and internationally through development and humanitarian aid assistance. In 2001 he received the Centenary Medal for 
his services to the Australian community. 

Rev. Dr. Lynn Arnold is married to Elaine and they have five children, including two sets of twins, and three grandchildren. Since 
2014, he has been working as a priest at St Peter’s Cathedral in Adelaide.  Rev. Dr. Arnold says he is excited to share from his 
knowledge and experience locally, nationally and internationally on the subject of ‘Hope and a Future’, noting this is a topic that he 
has been reflecting upon a great deal in recent years. His three keynote sessions are titled:  

 

 

We are very privileged indeed to have Rev. Dr. Lynn Arnold share with us from his extensive life and work experience.  

 On Mon 2nd May, at 9.30a.m. Rev. Dr. Arnold will discuss how to “Ignite hope in a hurting world”.  

 On Mon 2nd May, 7.00pm at the conference dinner and the launch of the ‘Hope Pack’, Rev. Dr. Arnold will consider “How Christians can become ‘Purveyors of 
Hope’ in a Hurting World.”  

 Then on Tues 3rd May, 9.30a.m. he will discuss how to “Rekindling Hope in People Who are Hurting.” 

  



 

Keynote Speaker:  Wednesday 4th May  
 

Rev. Jenny Pryor  

Jenny Pryor has a background in both nursing and pastoral ministry, having spent over 30 years as an RN/RM with her final years 

spent in oncology. In making the shift to ministry she is now an accredited Pastor with Baptist Churches of SA and received her 

formation as a Spiritual Director through Stillpoint Spirituality Centre. She recently completed her season of ministry at Parkside 

Baptist Church which was her home church for 35 years and the setting of formal ministry for the past 7 years. In February she and 

her husband Tom will move to Port Pirie where Jenny takes up appointments at Port Pirie and Laura Baptist.  

 Jenny has a passion for Jesus and longs for people to be transformed into his likeness and to become all that God created and 

intended us to be. She loves to offer quiet spaces for people to meet with God whether that is in retreats, small groups or spiritual 

direction. 

She enjoys being in creation and is especially nurtured by the sight, sound and smell of the ocean. 

Jenny has three married children and two grandchildren who are a living reminder that God loves play.  

Rev. Jenny Pryor will lead three keynote sessions aimed at fanning hope into flame within on the 3rd retreat focused day, which will 

conclude with a simple worship service led by Jenny. 

 

Taking good care of yourself (especially when you are in the pastoral care ministry) is important. It is not selfish but good stewardship.   

We are really thrilled that Jenny will share from her ministry and life experience with us. 

 On Wednesday May 4th at 9.30 a.m. Jenny will share with us how to “Fan Hope into Flame when your Flame is Flickering”.  

 On Wednesday May 4th at 1.30 p.m. Jenny will share with us how to “Protect the Flame of Hope Within Ourselves”.    

 On Wednesday May 4th at 2.30 p.m. Jenny will lead us in a final worship service which will focus on the “Fresh Hope we have in Jesus Christ for an abundant 
Future”.  

 

  



 

Conference Speakers Monday 2nd May 
 

Millie Davey 

Millie is a Clinical Nurse at Country Health SA (Community Mental Health Service) and founder of ‘Share-doing life together’, a 

community initiative that uses Faith Community Nursing principles to support socially isolated people living with chronic mental 

illness in their community. It provides individualised support in an empowering, cost-effective and sustainable way through caring 

Christian faith communities from various denominations who meet the local, genuine needs of people within their community. This 

partnership focuses on utilising a volunteer’s personal passions and skills to journey alongside a person living with mental health 

issues. It creates flourishing communities that celebrate life together and transforms lives via meaningful relationships.  

 On Monday May 2nd at 11.00 am Millie will tell us how Share works to ignite hope in everyone concerned with the 
‘program’.   

 

 

 

Lindy Gower 

Lindy is a practising senior Home Economics teacher, mother of 3 adult children, wife of 28 years to David, friend to many, and 

knows she is a deeply loved child of God. In 2011 she suffered significant depression as circumstances in life spun out of her control! 

Lindy has used the experience of journeying through depression to develop a wellbeing tool called the ‘Hope Pack’ containing the 

things that really helped her to recover. She cultivated life-enhancing thought patterns by repeating positive scripture as a daily 

mantra. By speaking God’s truth into her life and dwelling on who Jesus says she is, Lindy countered the untruths that filled her 

mind at the time when she was most ill. She shifted an awful and desperate experience, into a life-giving one. The Hope Pack 

encourages exercise, good eating and other life-enhancing, non-threatening habits. These are encouraged by a special ‘buddy’! 

Lindy will share how the 21 day Hope Pack can be used to help anyone, especially those in desperate situations, to move toward 

health and wellbeing in spite of adverse circumstances. 

 On Monday May 2nd at 11.45 am Lindy will tell us how Hope Pack that she developed helped her and is igniting hope 
in others recovering from mental health disorders.  

 Monday May 2nd at 7.00pm during our conference dinner we will launch the newly published ‘Hope Pack’ developed 
by Lindy (published by Baptist Care) that people can use to ignite hope in people recovering from mental illness. 

 



 
 

Rev. Scott Berry 

Scott Berry is the newly appointed pastor at Trinity Baptist Church (in Colonel Light Gardens) He grew up and served as a youth 

leader at Clovercrest Baptist Church. He has served in a range of staff roles at Enfield Baptist Church over the last 13 years 

culminating in Associate Pastor. 

Scott was raised in a Christian family but it was during year 12 that he first started to seek to truly live for Jesus.  He is a generally 

relaxed and optimistic and does all he can to be genuinely engaged with his local community. Scott loves to share the good news of 

Jesus in word and deed, from the pulpit, in small groups or one on one. 

Scott is a passionate music lover, a Crows fan, body-boarder, and a keen board game player. He is married to Jasmine (who he met 

when they were both working as Occupational Therapists) and they have two children Charlotte and Theo. 

 On Monday May 2nd at 11.00 am Scott will share with us how Christians can work together to ignite hope in their 
community.   

 

 

Liz Burden 
 
Liz is involved in the Gawler Baptist Church and has been the co-ordinator of LifeWell Gawler since its inception at 
Gawler in 2013. She has been a counsellor for 10 years, working with all ages and in a wide variety of situations. 
 
Liz has lectured in Women’s Education at TAFE and facilitated many group counselling sessions and workshops on a 
wide variety of mental health subjects. She has also worked in an educational library, the aged care sector and brings 
this wide range of skills and experience into the counselling room, course workshops and everyday interactions.  
 
She has a passion for her work, both counselling and LifeWell management, as she loves to walk alongside people as 
they deal with the difficulties that life can serve up.  
 
Liz is married with two adult children, two ‘children-in-law’, one grandson and one spoilt greyhound. 
 

 On Monday May 2nd at 11.45 am Liz will tell us how the heath and care ministry of LifeWell is igniting hope in others 
within the Gawler community.  

 



 
Angela Uhrhane  

Angela was born in Germany and came to Australia as a child. Angela was involved with St Peter’s Lutheran congregation in 

Frankston, Victoria. She completed her nursing training at the Austin Hospital in Melbourne in 1981, which was the first course to 

combine University and Hospital training. During that time Angela met her husband Bill and they moved to Wodonga in 1984. 

Angela worked at the Wodonga Hospital, and district nursing and the operating suite.  She worships  

Angela has 2 adult sons who have both moved out of home. During this time of working and motherhood Angela completed her 

Bachelor of Health Science Nursing by distance education at Charles Sturt University. Angela first became interested in Parish 

Nursing in 2001 and completed a Graduate Diploma in Faith Community Nursing through Australian Lutheran College. Angela has 

been a volunteer parish nurse in her parish (St John’s Lutheran Church – Wodonga) for many years.  

After a car accident in 2007 Angela had to make some career changes and she is now employed as a Pastoral Care Nurse at 

Lutheran Aged Care in Albury on a part time basis.  Since then Angela’s interest in understanding how older people think has been 

ignited, so she studied a Graduate Certificate in Ageing and Pastoral studies at Charles Sturt University. Angela also cares for her 

mother in law Betty, who lives in the family home.  

Hope is essential in life for all people and it is exciting to see where hope can be found in an older person’s life and circumstances. 

 On Monday May 2nd at 1.30 pm Angela will tell us about her pastoral care nursing role and how she is igniting hope in frail older people.  
Anne Ranse 

I was born in Cobargo NSW into a clergy family while my father was the priest in that parish. We moved around a bit and following 

school I trained as a General Nurse at Goulburn Base Hospital and then Midwifery at Royal North Shore Hospital in Sydney.  Following 

my training I applied to the Bush Church Aid Society in Sydney for a position in their outback hospital at Coober Pedy SA. In 1967 I 

commenced duties there with one other Registered Nurse. Following my time there at the end of 1971 I commenced work with the 

BOMAR Presbyterian Board of Missions at Ernabella in the Musgrave Ranges of South Australia amongst the Pitjantjatjara people. I 

was married there in the first wedding ever seen by the community. 

I have two adult children, both boys and two foster boys and have ‘survived life experience’ of raising three of these children with 

various disabilities. I am also a grandmother of 4. 

I was ordained a deacon at St Saviours Cathedral in Goulburn in 1998. For 10 years I was Archdeacon to the Household of Deacons and 

have served on the Episcopal Task Force for Older people and Ministry and various Aged Care Faculties as Chaplain. I am currently at 

Holy Covenant Anglican Church in Jamison ACT as a deacon and Faith Community Nurse coordinating two very exciting nursing 

programs.                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

On Monday May 2nd at 2.30 pm Anne will tell us about her faith community nursing role with older people in her community. One of 

the programs Anne coordinates is a community hospice program called “Day with a Difference” which is run from her church using volunteers.   



 
Tobin Hanna  

Tobin is a ‘new arrival’ in Adelaide, having moved from Rockhampton with his wife, Kate, and four kids, Chloe, Maya, Matt and 

Halle to come and work with Baptist Care.  In the process, he is becoming rapidly acquainted with Haighs, the Adelaide Oval, and 

pasties, but he is missing the comfort of regular natural disasters! 

Tobin is a teacher by trade who fell into youth ministry 15 years ago when he had the epiphany that working as a School Chaplain 

would probably be a better ‘uni job’ than working at the local servo.  It wasn’t the most auspicious of starts, but 15 years later and 

he hasn’t come up with anything else that’s better! 

A large part of that time has been spent with Scripture Union Queensland, involved in school chaplaincy, camping, and adventure-

based programs and more recently as the Field Director managing Scripture Union’s School Chaplaincy program.  Although the job 

titles have changed along the way, the business of investing time, care and God’s Word in young people and seeing them come 

alive hasn’t.   

Working with young people is a great adventure but also a bit of a rollercoaster. Full of life, they tend towards hopefulness and 

optimism, but what do you do when hope leaves the building?  

 On Monday May 2nd at 1.30 pm Tobin will tell us about how he works to ignite hope in children who are struggling.  
 

Deb Potter 

Deb Potter has a background in occupational therapy and primary school teaching.  She has worked in a variety of areas including 

occupational health, immigration detention, and children’s ministry and as a planner with the NDIS.  Her current role is with Baptist 

Care SA to assist with the transition and delivery of supports under the NDIS to people living with a disability.  

Deb loves to see people of any age living well, sharing and working together; recognising their value, what they have to offer and 

knowing they belong.  Where this can incorporate sharing a meal, or some fun and laughter – all the better.  Deb regards herself as 

fortunate to have been blessed with opportunities which she recognises not everyone has access to.  She is supported by a loving 

family, friends and church community and believes these parts of her life make her rich.   

 On Monday May 2nd at 2.30 pm Deb will share with us from her experiences working with people living with 
disability how she believes we can ignite hope in this group within our community.  

  



 
 

Michelle Krieg & Vicki Mau 

Michelle is a qualified Art Therapist, has worked with Uniting Communities Mental Health team on a number of interesting projects 

over the last 3 years, mainly in group settings within the community.  She is also a trained Primary school teacher with experience in 

Special Education. Apart from her art therapy role at Uniting Communities, she also works as a Student Wellbeing Officer at Tabor 

Adelaide, runs a part-time art therapy practice called ‘Artfelt Ventures’ and teaches in schools when she can. 

Vicki has been working in the community services sector for over 13 years.  She began in an Adventure Therapy program, taking 

disadvantaged women away on Wilderness adventures, exploring new horizons beyond perceived limitations.  She is currently the 

coordinator of Individual Psychosocial Rehabilitation Support Service (IPRSS) for older people in the northern area of Adelaide, 

within the Uniting Communities Mental Health team.   

Michelle and Vicki have facilitated a successful community garden art project, as well as delivering the ‘Wellspring’ art therapy 

program with groups of older people. 

 On Monday May 2nd at 4.00pm Michelle and Vicki will share an elective on art therapy and its use in igniting hope in 
others based on their various community care roles with Uniting Communities. 

 

Vicky Legge 

Vicky has a background in health (prosthetics and orthotics, nursing, community health) and more recently health education and 
chronic condition self-management.  She currently works for Baptist Care equipping health and care ministry workers, and co-
ordinating Certificate IV in Chaplaincy and Pastoral Care, and Certificate IV in Youth Work. 
 
Vicky has a passion to see people healed from areas of brokenness in their lives and to live a life of purpose. She has developed and 
teaches courses and workshops to promote this healing through her business ‘His Heart Ministry Training’. Topics include: single 
parenting, journaling, recovery at the end of a relationship, understanding grief and loss, and restoring balance – avoiding 
compassion fatigue. 
Vicky published her first book ‘New Life in the Mourning – Hope when the relationship ends’ in 2010. 
 

 On Monday May 2nd at 4.00pm Vicky will share an elective on journaling for self-care, a practice which she uses in her 
own life with good effect. 

 

 

 



 
Di Shearer  

Dr Di Shearer is a spiritual director and theological education consultant whose life and ministry experience include: 

 missionary work in Malaysia in her 30s among the indigenous peoples of Sarawak and Sabah  

 tertiary teaching at SACAE/Uni SA in her 40s and early 50s in the fields of adult education and intercultural 
communication  

 Serving on the SA Baptist Union Executive Council. 
Since her retirement in her mid 50s, she has completed three post graduate awards: PhD titled:  Intercultural Personhood, A 

mainstream Australian biographical case study (2004); MA (Theology) in Spirituality and Pastoral Care (2008); and Doctor of Ministry 

titled:  ‘Finding my Way, Minding my Call: a ‘catholic’ quest’ (2014). 

In today’s world, Di seeks to bring principles and practices of spirituality in line with sustainable living.  Deepening one’s personhood, 

whether across cultures or amid socio-economic change, is a driving interest for her based in the writings of mystics and in modern 

scientific discoveries.   

 On Monday May 2nd at 4.00pm and on Tuesday May 3rd at 4.00pm Di will share an elective on prayer without using words, which is aimed at improving self-care for 
those involved in caring for others. 

Conference Speakers: Tuesday 3rd May 
 

Antonia (Anne) van Loon 

Anne is a Senior Project Manager - Health and Care Ministry with Baptist Care. Her role involves engaging and equipping churches 

to effectively care for our community’s most vulnerable people.  

Anne is a registered nurse with a background in Emergency Nursing, and community health. She taught nursing at University of 

South Australia and Flinders University for a decade and on completion of her doctoral studies took up a research role at RDNS 

where her research focused on improving the health and wellbeing of vulnerable populations.  

From 2003 to 2007 she completed two projects working with women survivors of sexual abuse in childhood who had become 

homeless due to addictions. The projects sought to help these women to transition out of supported accommodation to 

independence. The resources developed from this work with the women can be used to work with a person’s strengths to move 

them forward into a life that has hope and a future.  

 On Tuesday May 3rd at 11.00am Anne will share the knowledge gained in that project and demonstrate how to use the 
resources in your Health and Care Ministry to rekindle hope in hurting survivors of child sexual abuse. [The two resource books 
will be given (free) to participants at the session.]   



 

Bryan Hughes  

Bryan Hughes is the Volunteer Coordinator at Baptist Care.  He is an architect who worked with Habitat for Humanity in 

USA, Bolivia, Costa Rica and Australia to assist low-income families to build and own their own homes.  He has also lived in 

Cambodia doing community development work in urban poor communities of Phnom Penh with Servants to Asia’s Urban 

Poor and TEAR Australia.   

Bryan is married to Lisa, and they have 2 children who bring them great joy. He is a member of Rostrevor Baptist Church 

and is passionate about working with others to create a more just, inclusive and compassionate society. 

His current role includes coordinating the Fuse Mentoring Program, which matches 100 local volunteers per year with 

refugees and asylum seekers to assist them to settle into Adelaide.  His workshop will give you head and heart knowledge 

about the refugee experience, and what we can all do to help new arrivals feel welcomed and hopeful about their future.   

 On Tuesday May 3rd at 1.30pm Bryan will share his knowledge about working with refugees and asylum seekers so you can 
rekindle hope in these people who have experienced hurt.  

 
Rev. John Beasy 

John serves as Senior Pastor for Enfield Baptist church, where he has enjoys a vibrant ministry spanning over 20 years of 

introducing people to the love of Jesus. John has a strong track record in planning and delivering innovative and 

integrated approaches to church life and mission. He has championed the cause for churches to more fully embrace their 

mandated call as agents of restorative care for the whole person.  

John is the founder and Director of ‘LifeWell’ ministries which has seen significant restoration and capacity building for 

countless families and individuals. This unique ministry has become a reference model for Christian based restorative 

care services in Adelaide, interstate and internationally. The associated LifeWell Conference is approaching its 10th year 

of helping people discover hope and get real about the challenges of living in a broken world.  

John served in Senior Management levels with Health and Human Services Departments in Victoria for 20 years before 

accepting the call as Senior Pastor of Enfield Baptist Church in 1996. Since that time he has served the wider Baptist 

movement in significant leadership roles at State, National and International levels.  

 On Tuesday May 3rd at 1.30pm John will share his knowledge about working with men who are struggling with addiction to 
pornography helping to rekindle hope in these hurting people.  



 

Ben Lohmeyer 

Ben Lohmeyer has been working with young people around issues of violence, restorative justice and peace building for 

the past decade. He has worked with young people in a range of settings including child protection, juvenile detention, 

education and interfaith dialogue.  

Ben is currently the Coordinator of Tabor Adelaide’s Bachelor of Applied Social Science (Youth Work) and is a PhD 

candidate with the Sociology Department at Flinders University.  

In 2014 Ben won the 3 Minute Thesis competition at Flinders University and represented the university at the Trans-

Tasman Final. Ben has spent the last 5 years working with Re-Engage Youth Services implementing Restorative 

Practices, culminating in a key note presentation at the International Institute of Restorative Practices World 

Conference in 2014. His research interests include young people, restorative justice, nonviolence and post-structural 

analysis. 

 On Tuesday May 3rd at 2.30pm Ben will share his knowledge about working with young men, discussing ways we can rekindle 
hope when they are hurting.  

 

 

Australian Faith Community Nurses Association AFCNA 

AFCNA is celebrating its 20th year of ministry to faith community nurses and health and care ministry workers across 

Australia and internationally. You can find out more about our work and how it can be used within your church / faith 

community at our website. www.afcna.org.au  

FCNs can work in churches as part of the pastoral health and care teams within churches. They bring a unique knowledge 

and skill set to this ministry which is proving invaluable for this era of pressure within our health and community services. 

FCNs work in Christian churches, schools, aged care settings, community services, and other Christian faith-based 

agencies. 

 You can join us via annual membership at our website. 

 On Tuesday May 3rd at 4.00pm some of our AFCNA members will provide an elective in foot and hand massage explaining how 
this simple act can rekindle hope when people are hurting.  

 

http://www.afcna.org.au/


 
Jacqui Grace 

Jacqui has enjoyed caring and supporting people through her past work as a Registered Nurse and with her work in the disability 

sector. At present she works part-time as the Pastoral Care and Women’s Ministry Coordinator at both Aldgate and Littlehampton 

Baptist Churches. She enjoys being a part-time visual artist, completing her Bachelor of Visual Arts in 2013 after two years of art 

studies in Sweden.  

Jacqui’s passionate about the possibilities of combining creative art and care work to improve the quality of life of people for whom 

life is difficult.  Her aim is that people will feel unconditionally loved, experiencing a sense of purpose and belonging.  

Jacqui is married with three daughters, two of whom are married. Other activities that Jacqui loves are spending time with her 

grandchild, gardening, and spending time with family and friends.  

 On Tuesday May 3rd at 4.00pm Jacqui will provide an elective in using the creative arts to rekindle hope in people who are 
hurting.  

 

 

Conference Speakers: Wednesday 4th May 
 

Kerry Davies 

Kerry is an ordained Baptist minister and a qualified spiritual director, a wife and the mother of two adult sons. She was recently 
appointed as the pastor at Norton Summit Baptist Church. She and her husband lived and worked among aboriginal people as 
primary school teachers for many years and moved to South Australia from the Northern Territory six years ago. 
 
She is passionate about pastoral care, believing that this age old ministry of the church still speaks to a hurting world. Alice Springs, 
where she lived for a long time, has been described as 'a town in perpetual grief’, a dynamic driven by the extraordinarily high 
indigenous death rate, the dislocation of people from all over Australia and the world who come seeking work, and the exodus of 
many of those same people after their 3-4 years is up. To thrive in such a setting one needs to learn how to say ‘hello’ and ‘goodbye’ 
wholeheartedly. This work of grieving can be assisted by the thoughtful use of ritual. For those who want to come alongside the 
hurting, this can be a profound expression of compassion. This workshop will be very hands-on and story driven. 

 
 On Wednesday May 4th at 11.00 a.m. Kerry will discuss how we can ‘Fan Hope into flame using Rituals’.  
  



 
 Niki Vasilakis 

Niki is nationally renowned violinist. She has made regular appearances on Australian Television networks, and in 

magazines and newspapers. Niki has a busy international schedule of concerts and recordings having performed with the 

Melbourne, Tasmanian, Adelaide Symphony Orchestras, Orchestra Victoria, as well as the Queensland Orchestra. In 

January 2004 she appeared with the Sydney Symphony in the Symphony in the Domain, to an audience of more than 

100,000 

people. This followed her successful debut with that orchestra for the Sydney Opera House’s 30th Anniversary 

celebrations. She has also performed with numerous International orchestras in an outstanding career. Niki released her 

debut album with ABC Classics self-titled with the Tasmanian Symphony Orchestra 

featuring the Mendelssohn and Bruch violin concertos and was nominated for an ‘ARIA’ award for her 

performance. 

Niki was Young South Australian of the Year 2008 in recognition of her outstanding achievements 

in music and her extensive commitment to community work, including volunteer programs and 

teaching community groups. 

Today Niki continues her commitment to the wider community with regular visits to central Australia to 

run holiday music programs with indigenous children. Niki donates her time to be the ambassador of both 

‘Suzuki’ South Australia and ‘The Australian String teachers Association’ where she works to encourage 

and inspire young individuals. Niki is also a patron for the Adelaide Festival Centre Foundation. 

 On Wednesday May 4th at 11.45 a.m. we are incredibly privileged to hear Niki, who will share with us how music can fan hope into flame.  
 

 


